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We meet in a warm, friendly atmosphere to praise and
worship the Lord Jesus Christ.

Please do join us.

Sunday Services
We have limited capacity in church with Social Distancing and masks are

mandatory for anyone inside the building.  The services start at 10:30
am and are also being streamed live on YouTube  - check our website

for the service link.
https://www.brierfieldbaptistchurch.org.uk

Midweek Activities as announced.
Secretary – Mrs Angela Higgin

52 Sandiway Drive, Briercliffe, Burnley, BB10 2JS
telephone: 01282 414979 email: glyang52@virginmedia.com

Do you have something you would like to be included in next months
newsletter? Please hand anything you would like adding to Richard
I’Anson, or by email to newsletter@brierfieldbaptistchurch.org.uk

mailto:newsletter@brierfieldbaptistchurch.org.uk


More Lockdown Thoughts
(A short message by Philip Rowland)

As I write this, we are still in lockdown.   How can I think of the future?  
Again I say, how can I write something suitable for the month ahead?  
The words ‘the way ahead I cannot see’ are floating around in my head, 
but I can take confidence in the fact that God sees, knows and 
determines the way ahead, and that all things are in His hands.
Above all, it is a time for standing firm and listening to God when all 
around us is confusion and despair.  The Early Church was being bitterly 
persecuted by the Jews.  That too was a time of standing firm, and 
seeking to be obedient to God’s leading, for church members and 
leaders alike.
Most people have heard of Saul (or the Apostle Paul as he is better 
known), but what about Ananias from Damascus (mentioned in Acts 
9)?  We know little about his background and nothing about what 
happened to him after these events.  He wasn’t one of the apostles and
does not appear to have been a major church leader.  In all probability, 
he was just an ordinary believer in the Lord Jesus.  However, his act of 
obedience was vital in God’s plans, for if he had not visited and prayed 
with Saul, then Saul would not have received God’s healing and 
empowering to be the great missionary he was to become.
It’s easy to think we are only important in God’s plans if we are church 
leaders or in full-time Christian work.  Yet Ananias shows us what a 
huge impact the obedience of one ordinary person can have.  He did 
God’s will not by just laying hands on the blinded Saul, but by showing 
his previous enemy love by calling him a ‘brother’ (v17). 
How this must have moved the former persecutor of Christians, and 
demonstrated God’s grace that Paul was later to write about so often.  
And what a difference Ananias’ obedience made to both Saul – and the 
whole course of human history.  Is there anything God has been calling 
you to do?  A person to help perhaps, a career path to take, or an 
activity to get involved in?  In this period of constraint, be encouraged 
by the story of Ananias; God can really work through you.

Philip



Quiz Nights and Prayer Meetings

We are continuing to have prayer meetings and quiz nights
on Zoom.  The details are as follows:

Quiz Night Prayer Night
2nd February

9th February
16th February

23rd February
2nd March

9th March
16th March

23rd March
30th March

All meetings start at 7:30pm.

If  you  wish  to  join  in  with  any  of  the  above,  please  let
Elizabeth have your contact details and she can then invite
you to join in.  

Do You Need Help?
Could  we  remind  any  member  of  our  church  family,  that
should  you  need  any  help,  to  please  contact  any  of  the
Church Elders or Officers who will do their best to help or will
try and put you in contact with someone who can.



Prayer Matters
Sometimes when we pray, it feels that our prayers are weak and ineffective.  
Is God even listening, we wonder?  It feels as though our prayers just get lost 
in the air around us, rather than reach up into the Throne Room of our Lord 
God.  It’s hard to put into practice what Jesus said, about believing as we pray 
that God is answering, especially when we sometimes have to wait years for 
that answer to be seen.
In the Bible, Peter had been captured, and the authorities intended to execute
him.  The disciples – and it seems a great number of them – had gathered 
together to pray for him.  This occasion was hardly a great example of 
believing prayer, however, for even when the newly released Peter stood at 
the door, he was not allowed in, and they doubted when they had seen!
Yet their prayers had been answered, and in a most miraculous way.  So I 
often urge myself, and I now urge you, to continue in prayer, not despising 
those prayers or their lack of Biblical beauty or language or content, for if they
are asked in the name of Jesus, they will be received by God the Father, and in 
His good time, answered.
So Let’s Pray…

 That God will continue to be with us as He has in the past;
 That we may be able to grow as individuals and as a people in the Lord

and in His grace;
 That even in this new Lock-down we will know His presence and 

blessing.
 And that the forthcoming vaccine will be effective in restoring some 

sense of normality to our world.
May I remind you that if you have an urgent
need for prayer, such as sickness, or one of the
problems of life, please contact Philip on:
Email:  philip.rowland@virginmedia.com

• or by Mobile Text (please do not ring
me): 07546 350 409

• or by phoning Kath on 01282 697005.

Your request for prayer will then be passed on
to the other members of the Prayer Chain.  







Preacher Leader
Up to

Children’s
Hymn

Children’s 
Bible 
reading

Leader
From

Children’s
Hymn

If Required
31st January Daniel 

Parkinson
Live

Melanie Genesis 48
V 1-24

7th February John Caddy
Live?

Elaine Daniel 6
Vs 1-23

14th February Kath 
Rowlands
Live

Elizabeth W Jonah 1
Vs 1-17

21st February Stephen Wells
Live?

Mark W Luke 10
Vs25-37

28th February Geoff Hartley
Recorded

Nigel Ephesians 6
Vs 10-18

Required

7th March Graham 
Baldwin
Recorded?

Gillian Janice

14th March 
Mothers Day

Nigel 
Leeming
Live 

Janice

21st March Philip 
Rowlands
Live

Melanie

28th March Palm Sunday Declan

4th April Howard 
Ellison
Live 

Elaine

Please note if you are unable to take part please swap with others.

If you are preaching and/ or you have reading in advance please forward to Nigel
so we can arrange readings to be read and recorded by other volunteers.


